
November 18, 1975

FOR: DONALD RUMSFELD

FROM: DONALD LO WITZ

SUBJECT: DOD - WHITE HOUSE LIAISON PROCEDURES

Attached are copies of an October 31, 1974, memorandum
from the President to the Secretary of Defense concerning
liaison procedures, and the November 29, 1974, memorandum
from the Secretary of Defense establishing the liaison
procedures with the White House.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Liaison Procedures

At the beginning of my Administration, I would like ta establish
procedures concerning the guidelines for liaison between the
White House and the Department of Defense.

Communications on issues involving national security or Defense
policy will be channeled through my Assistant for National
Security Affairs. On other matters not involving policy, I
want all communications to be channeled through my Military
Assistant, who will maintain liaison with your Special Assistant.
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TH E WH fTE H·OU.S E 

Octob e r 31, 1 ') "/-1 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE SECRETAHY OF Dl~FENSE 

Liai son Procedures 

At the beginning of my Administrat.ion, I ,vould like to establish 
\ 

procedures concerning the guidelines for liaison between the 
White House and the Depa rbnent of D efense. 

COlnmunications on issues involving national security or Defense 
policy will be channeled through my Assistant for National 
Security Affair s. On other Inatter S not involving policy, I 
"\vant all cOlnmunications to be channeled through 11.'1y Ivfilitary 
Assistant, who v-.lill maintain lia ison with your Special Assistant. 
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1\4EÌVIORANDUJ'A FOR

T)U- SCITA1Y OF [L

Secretaries of the Military Depa rtrncnts
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Director of Defense Research and Engincering
ASSiStant Secretaries of Defense
General Counsel
Director o Telecommunications and Command

and Control Systems
Assistants to the Secretary of Defense
Directors of Defense Agencies

SUBJECT: Liaison Between the Department of Defense and the
VTh i t e I-1 o u s e

The President has reaffirmed existing procedures for channeling
information between the White House and the Department of Defense.
I would like to stress the importance which I. place upon strictly
follcwiin those procedures. In this regard. lei inc reernphasic that
the following guicle]Jrie s will govern the conduct of such liais on.

On issues directly involving national security or
delens e policy, the only channels of communications
with the \Vhiie I-louse will be through mue,- the D-puty
Secretary of Defense, or my Military Assistant.

On all othe r matte rs, not directly involving natiánal
securIty or defense policy, all communication between
the White I-louse and. the Department cf Defense will be
channeled through or approved by the Office of the
Mili{:arv Assistant to the President ZLnrJ the Offico of
the Special Assistant to the Secretary and Deputy
Secretary of Defense.

Exceptions to the foregoing will be authorized by io, by the Deputy
Secretary of Defense or by ruy Special Assistant.

This memorandum, supersedes all previous memoranda on the same
subject.
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MEM,Ol\ANDllM 17'01\ Secrctal'~er) of th e Mili tZtry Dcp;} rtm ents 
Ch a ir;-n an of th e J oint Chi. e f s of Staff 

SUBJECT: 

Dire c tor of Defen s e l\.e sca rch and Engineering 
Assi s tant Secretari.es of D e fense 
Gc;l1cra l Counsel 
Dil"ector of T e l ecomrn unications and COD1l":;:~ and 

and Contr o l SystcH1S 
As s istants to the Secretary of Defens e 

Directors of Defense Agencies 

Liaison Between the D8pa rtm e nt of De fense and the 
White House 

The Preddcnt has reaffirm e d existing procedures for channe ling 
informa.ti.on between the 'White House and th e Depa rbl1 e nt of Defense. 
I would like to stress th e inlportance which 1. p13,ce upon strictly 

the fonowing guidelines will govern th e c onduct of such liaison . 

On issues directly invol ving national security or 
defense policy, the onl)~ channeb of comlDunications 
\vith the White Hons e vv' ill b e' tJnough me,' the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense, or my Military Assista'nL 

On all other m a tt- e'rs, not c1irc c Uy involving nati6nal 
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the 'While HOLlse and the Depar tm en t of DefcI!se will be 
channeled lhrol,gh or approved b y t1le OUi ce of th e 

lv1.ilitary Assi s t a nt to th e President and the Office of 
the Spe cial Ass i s t an t to th e Secretary a nd Deputy 
Sec retary of De f cns e. 

Exceptions to the for egoin g will b e a uthol"i zcd by Iv c, by the D(~puly 
Secrctary of Defense or by my Special j\ ss i s t-a nt. 
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subject. 




